Deéclinationes

Cases:

Latin has the following cases, which correspond to prepositions plus the nouns in English:

Question Abbreviation
who or what? Nom.
whose? Gen.
to whom? Dat.
whom or what? Acc.
how? with what? when? where? Abl.

— Voc.

The sixth case, the vocative, does not appear here, since as a rule it is the same as the nominative.
Only the second declension has a special form: for the singular of nominatives ending in —us, it is —;
for those ending in —ius, it is —1.

Substantives:

Substantives are words designating things, living beings, conditions, places and many other things, for
instance dog and cat, man and woman, house and garde, fear and joy, etc. Except at the beginning of

sentences, substantives are written with small initial letters. Only proper names like Marcus or Gallia
(Gaul) are capitalized.

Latin has the following five declensions:

First declension: a-declension
Second declension: o-declension
Third declension: consonant stems; i-stems; mixed class
Fourth declension: u-declension
Fifth declension: e-declension

Except for the third declension, which combines three classes, the declensions are referred to by their
stem vowel: so they are called the “a-declension” and so forth.
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You can find the word stem by clipping off the end of the genitive plural:

Genitive Plural Word Stem Declension

amica-rum amica- a-declension

domino-rum domino- o-declension

reg-um rég- 3rd declension (consonant stems)
mari-um mari- 3rd declension (i-stems)
urbi-um urb(i)- 3rd declension (mixed class)
domu-um domu- u-declension

ré-rum re- e-declension

a-Declension (Prima Déclinatio):

Example: anima, —ae f. soul, breath, life

Singular Plural
Nom. Anima the soul anima the souls
Gen. Animae | of the soul animarum | of the souls
Dat. Anima to/for the soul | animis to/for the souls
Acc. animam | the soul animas the souls
Abl. Anima by the soul animis by the souls

Notes:

Most substantives of the a-declension are feminine. But the following are masculine:

poéta, —ae m. Poet nauta, —a m. sailor

agricola, —a m. farmer incola, —a m. inhabitant

The following occur only in the plural (plural words):

divitiae, —arum f. poet insidise, —arum f, ambush
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The following occur only in the singular:

jastitia, —ae f. justice scientia, —ae f. knowledge
Many substantives have different meanings in singular and plural:
copia, —a f. supply, quantity copiae, —arum f, troops

littera, —ae f.

letter (of the
alphabet)

litterae, —arum f.

letter (mail),
scholarship,
literature

In some combinations older forms are retained:

Gen. Sq. pater familias father of the family

Dat./Abl. Pl. | dis et deabus (with) the gods and goddesses
Dat./Abl. Pl. | filiis filiabusque | (with) the sons and daughters
Locative Romeae in Rome (to the question “where?”)

0-Declension (Secunda Declinatio):

Includes substantives whose nominative singular end in —us and —er, as well as neuters

in —um.

Substantives in —us

Example: amicus, —i m. friend

Nom. amicus the friend amici the friends

Gen. amici of the friend amicorum | of the friends
Dat. amico to/for the friend | amicis to/for the friends
Acc. amicum | the friend amicos the friends

Abl. amico by the friend amicis by the friends
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The vocative is not formed, as in all the other declensions, like the nominative, but
uses the ending -e:

Salve, amice! Hello, friend!
Substantives in —ius have —i in the vocative:
Mi fili! My son! Dic, Gai! Speak, Gaius!

ICDcmﬂMI Possible confusion! Not all substantives in —us belong to the o-declension.

They can also belong to the u-declension. For this reason you should always learn the
genitive form along with the nominative — pronouncing it aloud helps in remembering
it: “amicus, amici — masculine —friend,” but “casus, casias — masculine —fall;
anything that befalls: case, incident; accident”

Substantives in —er

Example: puer, —i m. boy

Nom. puer the boy pueri the boys

Gen. pueri of the boy puerorum | of the boys
Dat. puero to/for the boy pueris to/for the boys
Acc. puerum | the boy pueros the boys

Abl. puero by the boy pueris by the boys

Substantives in —er are masculine. In most substantives in —er, the —e— is present
only in the nominative singular: liber, libri, libré, librum (book), etc. Declined like
puer are the following:

gener, -eri m. son-in-law socer, -eri m. father-in-law
vesper, -eri M. evening liberi, -erorum m. children
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Substantives in —um

Example: templum, —i n. temple, shrine

Nom. templum | the temple templa the temples

Gen. templi of the temple templorum | of the temples
Dat. templo to/for the temple | templis to/for the temples
Acc. templum | the temple templa the temples

Abl. templo by the temple templis by the temples

In the dictionary you will find substantives of the o-declension always given with their
genitive form and their gender:

amicus, -i m. friend liber, -bri m. book
puer, pueri m. boy, child forum, -in.  forum, marketplace
Notes:

Most substantives of the o-declension in in —us and —er are masculine. Exceptions
are:

Corinthus, -if. Corinth (city) Agyptus, -if. Egypt
humus, —if. ground, earth vulgus, -in. the (common) people

Plural words:
liberi, -erorum m. children arma, -orum n. weapons

The following have different meanings in singular and plural:

auxilium, -iin. Help auxilia, -orum n. auxiliary troops
castrum, —in. Castle castra, -orum n. camp (military)
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Third Declension (Tertia Déclinatio):

The third declension (also called “mixed declension”) includes three different types: the
consonant stems, the i-stems and the mixed class, which combines characteristics of the
first two types.

Consonant stems

This type (also called “consonantal declension”) includes substantives whose stem ends
In a consonant, e.g., Iéx, Iégis f. (law). It differs from the other two types of the third
declension, the i-stems and the mixed class, in the ablative singular (—e), genitive
plural (—um), and, additionally in the neuters, in the nominative and accusative plural
(—a). Itis important to memorize well these marks of the consonantal declension:
—e, —um, —a.

Example: léx, Iégis f. law

Nom. lex the law leges the laws

Gen. legis of the law legum of the laws
Dat. legi to/for the law legibus to/for the laws
Acc. legem the law leges the laws

Abl. lege by the law légibus by the laws

Substantives of the consonantal declension can be of any gender. Masculines and
feminines are declined like Iex. Neuters of this declension are declined as follows:
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Example: opus, —eris n. work, labor

Nom. opus the work opera the works

Gen. operis of the work operum of the works
Dat. operi to/for the work operibus to/for the works
Acc. operem | the work opera the works

Abl. opere by the work operibus | by the works

In the dictionary you will find substantives of the consonantal declension always given
with their genitive form and their gender. Since you cannot always tell from the
nominative what the word stem is, the genitive must be learned along with the

nominative:

senex, senis m.

Notes:

Plural words:

parentes, -um m.

old man

parents

Words which change their stems:

Juppiter, Jovis m. Jupiter

opus, -eris n. work

majores, -um n.

iter, itineris n.

ancestors

route
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There are special forms for bos, bovis m/f. head of cattle (ox, bull, cow) and vas,
vasis n. vessel, utensil, equipment:

Singular Plural Singular Plural

Nom. bos boves vas vasa
Gen. bovis boum vasis vasorum
Dat. bovi biibus/bobus vasi Vasis
Acc. bovem boves vas vasa
Abl. bove bubus/bobus vase vasis
i—stems

The i-stems (also called the “i-declension”), whose main feature is the stem-ending -i-,
include only a few substantives. Their characteristics are —i, —ium, —ia.

Example: turris, turris f. tower

Nom. turris the tower turrés the towers

Gen. turris of the tower turrium of the towers
Dat. turri to/for the tower | turribus to/for the towers
Acc. turrim the tower turres/-is | the towers

Abl. turri by the tower turribus by the towers

Substantives of the i-stems, which follow this pattern, are usually feminine (exception:
Tiber, -is m. Tiber [river], because river names are masculine).

Neuters, which include substantives in -ar, -e, al (memory aid: “Areal”), are declined
as follows:
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Example: animal, animalis f. animal, creature

Nom. animal the tower animalia the towers

Gen. animalis | of the tower animalium | of the towers
Dat. animali to/for the tower | animalibus | to/for the towers
Acc. animal the tower animalia the towers

Abl. animali by the tower animalibus | by the towers

The i-stems include:

turris, -is f. tower sitis, -is f. thirst
mare, -is M. sea exemplar, -aris n. model
Notes:

The substantive vis f. (“force”) does not have a genitive or dative singular: acc. sg.
vim, abl. sg. avi. The plural is built regularly from the stem vir-: virés, virium,
viribus, virés, viribus. Also, its meanings in singular and plural are different:

vis f. power, strength, force vires, virium f. military forces
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Mixed class

The mixed class has characteristics of both the consonantal and i-stems: -e, -ium, -a.
These substantives thus agree with the consonant stems except in the genitive plural.

Example: hostis, -is m. enemy

Nom. hostis the enemy hostes the enemies

Gen. hostis of the enemy hostium | of the enemies
Dat. hosti to/for the enemy | hostibus | to/for the enemies
Acc. hostem | the enemy hostes the enemies

Abl. hoste by the enemy hostibus | by the enemies

Since the substantives of the mixed class can be of any gender, it is a good idea to
memorize not only the genitive but also the gender. Neuters form their forms as
described above, with the exception of he acc, sg. (= nom. sg) and the nom./acc. pl., for
example: cor, cordis n. heart, acc. sg. cor, nom./acc. pl. corda.

Members of the mixed class include:

words in -is and -és with the same number of syllables in nominative and genitive
singular, e.g.,

navis, -is f. ship clades, -is f. military defeat
except:

canis, -is f., dog sédes, -is f., seat

gen. pl. canum gen. pl. sedum

words with more than one consonat before the genitive ending, e.g.,

urbs, urbis f. city géns, gentis f. ethnic group
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except the following names for family members:

pater, -tris m., father | mater, matris f., mother
gen. pl. patrum gen. pl. matrum
parentes, parentum m. parents

Notes:
Plural words:
fores, -iumf. door (wings)  marés, -ium f. nose

The following have different meanings in singular and plural:

ades, -is f. temple ades, -ium f. house
finis, -is n. end, border finés, -ium n. territory
pars, -rtis f. part, side partés, -ium f. party, faction

u-Declension (Quarta Déclinatio):

The main characteristic of this declension is the stem ending -u- which appears in all
cases except the dative and ablative plural.

Example: passus, -ds m. step, pace

Nom. passus | the step passus the steps

Gen. passus | of the step passuum | of the steps
Dat. passui | to/for the step passibus | to/for the steps
Acc. passum | the step passus the steps

Abl. passu by the step passibus | by the steps

I@‘“‘ﬂ”‘l Possible confusion! The nominative singular of the substantives of the

second declension also ends in -us. So the genitive singular has to be memorized along
with the nominative singular in order to place the word into the correct declension.
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Neuters of the u-declension have a nominative singular ending in -i:

Example: cornia, —is n. horn

Nom. cornd the horn cornua the horns

Gen. cornus of the horn cornuum | of the horns

Dat. cornu to/for the horn cornibus to/for the horns

Acc. cornu the horn cornua the horns

Abl. cornd by the horn cornibus by the horns
Notes:

Substantives of the u-declension are normally masculine except for domus, -is f.
(house), manus, -as f. (hand) and porticus, -as f (portico, colonnade).

The following words have -ubus instead of -ibus in the dative and ablative plural:

arcus -us m. bow > arcubus
artus -us m. joint - artubus
tribus -us f. voting district -> tribubus

domus, -ds f. (house) has special forms: a few cases are declined according to the
u-declension, others according to the o-declension

Nom. domus domus

Gen. domus domorum/domuum

Dat. domui domibus

Acc. domum domos (occasionally domis)
Abl. domo domibus
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Also note:
domoé  from home domi at home domum (to) home

e-Declension (Quinta Déclinatio):

The main characteristic of this declension is the stem ending -e- which appears in all
cases.

Example: rés, -rei f. thing, affair

Nom. rés the affair rés the affairs

Gen. rei of the affair rérum of the affairs

Dat. rei to/for the affair rebus to/for the affairs

Acc. rem the affair rés the affairs

Abl. ré by the affair réebus by the affairs
Notes:

All substantives of the e-declension are normally feminine except for meridiés, -ei m.
(noon, south) and diés, -ei m. (day). When meaning “a fixed date” (e.g., payday,
day to meet someone, do something), however, diés is feminine.

dies certa |fixed date | dies festus holiday

Special meanings of reés, -rei f.:

rés militaris military affairs/practice | res futiarae the future

rés secunda prosperity rés adversa | misfortune

res familiaris | one’s private property rés gestae exploits

rés Romana Roman history rés publica republic, the state
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